
The Consolidated Fire Protection District of Los Angeles County (District) is requesting approval of 
an Agreement between the State of California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (State) 
and the County of Los Angeles (County) in which the District will provide fire protection services to 
the State Responsibility Areas (SRA).

SUBJECT

January 17, 2012

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVE AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION 

AND THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES FOR 
THE PROVISION OF FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES BY 

THE CONSOLIDATED FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY
(ALL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1.  Approve and instruct the Chairman to sign a three-year Agreement between the State and the 
County. 

2.  Authorize the District, pursuant to County Code Section 2.20.080, to provide fire protection 
services to the SRA for the period of July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2014, and to receive 
compensation for such services in the amount of $63,717,762 under the Agreement.

3.  Authorize the Fire Chief, or his designee, to execute any amendments to the above Agreement 
necessary to accept additional compensation from the State that exceeds the State’s spending 
authority of $63,717,762 through June 30, 2014.
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4.  Authorize the Fire Chief of the District to review and update the Operating Plan on an annual 
basis.

5.  Find that this Agreement is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under 
Section 15061 (b) (3) of the State CEQA Guidelines

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

In conformance with provisions of the Public Resources Code, Section 4125, et seq., your Board is 
requested to approve the attached Agreement between State and the County.  The Agreement 
authorizes the State to continue to compensate the District, through the County, for the prevention 
and suppression of fires in SRA.  SRA lands include privately owned watershed lands and portions 
of unincorporated areas of the County that are within the District’s boundaries.  There is a shared 
wildland fire protection responsibility for this acreage pursuant to the County Charter and the Public 
Resources Code provisions that govern SRA.  The District will be compensated $63,717,762 over 
the three-year Agreement term, from July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2014.

The Agreement also authorizes the State to reimburse the District for additional costs of certain 
equipment such as bulldozers, hand crews, and aircraft utilized in fighting wildland fires on SRA 
lands that would be over and above the State’s annual compensation to the District.  Such 
reimbursement by the State would be in accordance with Exhibit A, Attachment 2 of the Agreement.

The current Agreement between the State and the County for the provision of fire protection services 
by the District to the SRA terminated on June 30, 2011.  However, the current Agreement has been 
automatically extended until the new Agreement is executed.  The new Agreement will extend such 
services for the term of July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2014.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The Countywide Strategic Plan focuses on safety and security in Los Angeles County through the 
comprehensive integration of public safety agencies (Goal 5).  The proposed Agreement supports 
this goal by integrating a coordinated strategy and sharing of necessary resources for fighting 
wildfires.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The State will pay the County $20,352,422 for Fiscal Year 2011-2012, $20,514,307 for Fiscal Year 
2012-2013 and $19,816,854 for Fiscal Year 2013-2014 for fire protection and fire prevention services 
provided under the Agreement.  These amounts will be passed through to the District as the service 
provider.  The Agreement includes an additional $3,034,179 contingency for future increases.  
Contractual compensation to the County is based upon what the State would spend if it were 
providing protection directly.  Therefore, the two succeeding years’ reimbursement is dependent 
upon the State’s budget and legislative action for budget reduction and/or additional augmentation 
funding.

Additionally, costs over and above the annual amounts incurred by the District in the actual fighting 
of wildland fires on SRA lands for equipment such as bulldozers, hand crews, and aircraft, shall be 
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billed by the District and reimbursed by the State in accordance with Exhibit A, Attachment 2 of the 
Agreement.   There is no impact on net County cost.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Pursuant to the provisions of the Public Resources Code, the State has elected to contract with the 
County for its legally required financial share of fire protection responsibility in the designated areas.  
Based on the County’s fire protection capability, efficiency and qualifications, the State will execute 
the subject Agreement with the County, which provides for payment to the County for fire protection 
services rendered in SRA.  This three-year Agreement provides for State reimbursement totaling 
$63,717,762.  Actual reimbursement rates will be adjusted annually through the State’s Gray Book 
(Exhibit F to the Agreement) based upon the level of funds appropriated by the State for this 
purpose.  Pursuant to County Code Section 2.20.080, the District will provide the fire protection 
services and receive compensation.  The Agreement is automatically extended after the conclusion 
of the three-year term until the earlier of either: 1) a renewal agreement is executed, or 2) either 
agency provides a minimum of 12 months written notice of termination.

As specified by the Agreement, an Operating Plan is required and is currently being developed by 
the District and the State.  The Operating Plan will contain all the guidelines and information 
necessary to implement the terms and conditions of the Agreement.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

This Agreement is exempt form the CEQA pursuant to Section 15061 (b) (3) of the CEQA Guidelines 
because it can be seen with certainty that this activity will not have a significant effect on the 
environment.  A Notice of Exemption is attached.

In addition to Los Angeles County, the Counties of Kern, Marin, Orange, Santa Barbara and Ventura 
have entered into similar agreements and are commonly know as the “Contract Counties.”  These 
counties provide direct protection to approximately 3.4 million acres of SRA.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

N/A

CONCLUSION

Please instruct the Executive Officer to return three executed originals of the Agreement to this office 
for further processing and execution by the State.  Upon execution by the State, the District will 
return one fully executed Agreement to the Executive Officer, Clerk of the Board.
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DARYL L. OSBY

FIRE CHIEF, FORESTER & FIRE WARDEN

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Office
County Counsel
Auditor-Controller

Respectfully submitted,

DLO:pm
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